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TRAVEL EXPERIENCES
A. Read the stories, elicit main ideas and highlight unknown words.
	This travel story begins with a chaotic turning point in my life: I had asked my husband for a separation, and amidst the turmoil, decided to visit my best friend in Barcelona. Aline, my friend, booked a ticket for me from Saturday to Wednesday, aligning with my plan to return to Mexico on Friday. After packing, checking in, and ensuring my dogs were cared for, I set off for the airport, albeit slightly behind schedule. Upon arrival, I encountered several delays, including an unhelpful machine, a long line at the Ryan Air counter, and a rude passenger who stole precious minutes. By the time I reached the counter, the gate had closed, leaving me no choice but to rebook my flight. Initially frustrated, I managed my anxiety, purchased a new ticket, and extended my stay, determined to enjoy my time in Barcelona. Days later, I received an email prompting me to check in for my original Ryan Air flight, and to my astonishment, realized I had arrived a full week early. Laughing at the absurdity of the situation, I shared the story with my family, embracing the humor and unpredictability of travel while reflecting on the flexibility and resilience it demands.
	On December 22, my family and I packed our bags, said goodbye to the hotel staff, and headed to the airport, excited for our first trip to Australia. However, our enthusiasm quickly turned to confusion when the agent asked, “Where are your visas?” While most of us could apply for online visas, my mom and grandma couldn’t, forcing us to abandon our plans for Australia. Laughing off the mishap, we returned to the hotel, reclaiming our rooms, despite complaints from my sister’s ex and drama from my ex calling from the U.S. With Australia out of the question, we pivoted to a new adventure in Christchurch, where we enjoyed a zip line trek and a haunted mansion on Christmas Eve. A highlight for me was reuniting with a boarding school friend after years apart. On Christmas Day, the family split into two groups: some traveled to Sydney to catch their return flights, while others stayed in Auckland and adjusted their plans. This unexpected detour taught us a valuable lesson: always double-check visa requirements, even if you assume entry is as seamless as in another nearby country.

	Over the years, I’ve learned that being able to laugh at yourself and your misfortunes is essential for preserving the joy of travel. When anxiety threatens to overwhelm you and plans unravel, laughter can prevent tears and salvage a trip. As someone who struggles with anxiety, I know how even minor disruptions can feel like disasters, but these moments often become the best travel stories. Even if you can’t laugh today, in time, you’ll find the humor or the lesson. Deep breaths can help, too—sometimes a missed flight or canceled plan leads to something unexpected and wonderful. For instance, missing Australia brought my family to Queenstown, where even my grandma braved a haunted house, creating priceless memories. And skipping Sydney gave me the chance to reconnect with a boarding school friend on Christmas Eve. Life’s disruptions may feel chaotic in the moment, but when you look back, you often see how the dots connect. So, when things go wrong, remind yourself to go with the flow—sometimes the best adventures lie just beyond the mishap.
	During my internship in Germany, I encountered an amusing language mix-up that I’ll never forget. On my first day at the university, I needed to use the washroom. Standing outside the doors, I saw "Herren" on one and "Damen" on the other, but there were no helpful images. Being new to German, I assumed "Herren" was derived from "her" and "Damen" from "men," so I confidently entered "Damen." For over a week, I continued using it, puzzled by the absence of urinals typically found in men’s washrooms. It wasn’t until later that I discovered "Damen" means "ladies" and "Herren" means "gentlemen." Fortunately, I never encountered anyone inside the ladies’ room during my unintentional visits, sparing myself an even more embarrassing situation! This experience taught me the importance of not jumping to conclusions when learning a new language.



B. Filling the Gaps Activity: Adjectives in Context
Complete the sentences below with the appropriate adjectives from the stories.
1. The traveler was feeling ________ when they realized they had arrived a week early for their flight.
2. Missing the flight turned into a ________ experience, as it led to an unexpected adventure in Christchurch.
3. It was ________ for the traveler to discover they had been using the wrong washroom for over a week.
4. The ________ agent at the Ryan Air counter caused delays with their unhelpful attitude.
5. The haunted house in Queenstown provided a ________ yet entertaining family memory.
6. Learning to laugh at travel mishaps requires being ________ and going with the flow.
7. The washrooms in Germany were labeled with ________ words, which confused the traveler.
8. Despite the ________ setback, the traveler was able to reunite with an old friend on Christmas Eve.
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1. What caused the traveler to miss their flight to Barcelona?
A) They overslept.
B) The security checkpoint machine showed an error.
C) They forgot their passport.
D) They arrived too late at the airport.
2. Why did the traveler think they had missed their Ryan Air flight?
A) The gate closed before they arrived.
B) They bought the wrong ticket.
C) They arrived a week early for the flight.
D) Their ticket was invalid.

3. What lesson does the traveler emphasize in their story?
A) Always double-check visa requirements before traveling.
B) Always carry extra luggage.
C) Avoid traveling during the holidays.
D) Book flights last minute to reduce stress.

4. Why was the traveler confused about the labels "Herren" and "Damen"?
A) They misinterpreted the words due to a lack of images.
B) They didn’t know which door was locked.
C) They assumed both doors led to the same restroom.
D) They couldn’t read the signs.
5. What did the traveler find surprising about their time in the "Damen" restroom?
A) It was very clean compared to the "Herren" restroom.
B) There were no urinals, which seemed unusual.
C) It was always crowded.
D) They encountered many women who were confused by their presence.
6. What emotion did the traveler experience after realizing their mistake with the restroom?
A) Anger
B) Relief
C) Embarrassment
D) Frustration
7. How did missing Australia turn into a positive experience?
A) They had more time to relax in Auckland.
B) They got to visit Queenstown and create unforgettable family memories.
C) They avoided holiday crowds in Australia.
D) They found cheaper flights back home.
8. What coping mechanism does the traveler recommend for travel mishaps?
A) Avoid planning too much.
B) Laugh at the situation and remain flexible.
C) Cancel the trip altogether.
D) Plan a backup itinerary for every trip.
D. Highlight topic sentences in each paragraph. What’s the purpose of topic sentences?
E. Highlight supporting details in each story, and explain how these are presented?
F. Highlight concluding sentences. What’s the purpose of these sentences and how are these presented in the texts?
G. Read the scrambled sentences below. Organize the sentences into a cohesive paragraph with a clear structure: Topic Sentence: Introduces the main idea. Supporting Details: Provide information and examples to develop the story. Concluding Sentence: Wraps up the paragraph with a reflection or resolution.
Funny Travel Anecdote (Scrambled Sentences Activity)
Scrambled Sentences:
1. As soon as I arrived, I walked confidently up to the counter and asked for my boarding pass.
2. Laughing nervously, I double-checked my ticket and realized I had shown up exactly one month early for my flight!
3. The agent looked at me with a mixture of confusion and pity before saying, “Your flight is next month.”
4. I was determined to arrive early for my flight after almost missing one last year.
5. Embarrassed but trying to stay composed, I grabbed my suitcase and left the airport, vowing to read my travel dates more carefully in the future.
Extension Questions:
1. What clues helped you figure out the correct order of the sentences?
2. How does the concluding sentence relate to the topic sentence?
3. What lesson can we learn from this anecdote?
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